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took as a model for his coats, hats, and boots; in-
deed, everything that his noble commander said or
did was law to him. Hughes was a remarkably
handsome man, and made a considerable figure in
the best society; his manners were excellent; he
was a thoroughly amiable, agreeable fellow, and
universally popular.

When he came into his fortune, he was considered
a great match by all the women in London. He fell
desperately in love with Lady Jane Paget, the
daughter of his Colonel, and the marriage-settle-
ments were all arranged; but, unluckily for the
disappointed lover, Lady Jane, at the last moment,
gave a most decided negative, and the match was
broken off. Ball was not long disconsolate, but
looking around him, fixed his attention upon the
lovely Miss Floyd, who afterwards married Sir
Eobert Peel; finding his attentions unacceptable in
that quarter, he proposed to Lady Caroline Church-
ill, afterwards Lady Caroline Pennant, but here
he was refused. This, however, did not prevent
him from being considered an eligible match by a
great many mothers, who diligently sought his
society. He was courted, followed, and admired by
every one who had daughters to dispose of; but,
unfortunately for him, the young ladies, having
heard of his numerous disappointments, were not
ready to unite their fate with a man whose rejected
addresses were so well known. " The Golden Ball/1
as he was called, continued, nevertheless, to make his
appearance everywhere. He was devoted to female
society; no dinner, ball, pic-nic, or party, was com-
plete unless the popular millionaire formed one of
the social circle.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